Prairie Ecosystems

What are they and why do we
care?




What's a prairie (grassland)
ecosystem?

* Generally considered dry, unattractive and
non-productive

- Wind-blown, cold in the winter, hot in the
summer

* "miles from anywhere"
* Rarely wet, but when it is, a "gumbo mess”

» Full of badger holes, prairie dogs and
gophers

- Jackrabbits need to pack their lunch

» Every plant and animal has an equal
opportunity to bite, sting or barb you



Actually... a complex natural
system generally dominated
by grasses that is:




‘Diverse - species, topography,
climate, precip patterns
‘Productive - soils, Ibs/acre, #'s of

ion. fire.

mgt, compe’rmon

*Collection of specially adapted
plants o extreme environmental
conditions

*"the American Serengeti”
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« Stream bo‘r‘roms -

 Coulees it

- Wet meadows

» Benches and p]aTequ:'

- Foothills

'+ Grassland savannahs '
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Dynamics (change) is due to:

* Plant succession
-+ Competition
* Precipitation patterns

&







Precipitation patterns, fire







So, why do we keep prairie
ecosystems healthy?

‘*“’*”“blomass ' e

+ Wildlife'habitat % |

: Agr'lcul’rur'al values il
Waterquality 7 i/ 7 = <y
Soil erosion o0

+ Noxious weeds '

 Open space

* Rural lifestyle




The Last Best Place?




Or, the last place you'd want
to be?
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